ORDINANCE NO. 2010-

AN ORDINANCE UPDATING VARIOUS STANDARDS PERTAINING TO DRIVEWAY

APPROACHES, THEREBY AMENDING CHAPTERS 15, 17, 19 AND 21 OF THE CITY CODE

The City Council of the City of Bloomington, Minnesota ordains:

Section 1. That Chapter 17 of the City Code is hereby amended by deleting those words that are

contained in brackets [ ] and adding those words that are underlined, to read as follows:

k%

*k*k

CHAPTER 15

BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES

ARTICLE I. BUILDING CODE

SEC. 15.13. CONSTRUCTION OR MODIFICATION OF PARKING AREAS.

(@)

(b)

*kk

*kk

*k*k

A parking lot permit is required prior to constructing, enlarging, replacing or resurfacing a parking
area or changing the parking space or drive aisle dimensions of a parking area, except that
patching of up to 20 percent of a parking surface does not require a parking lot permit. All patching
within a two year period is considered one project for the purposes of determining compliance with
the 20 percent limit. The proposed parking lot will be reviewed for compliance with city, state and
federal requirements including but not limited to stormwater management, wetlands protection (see
City Code Section 16.58), accessibility to the physically disabled, parking space and drive aisle
dimensions and lighting. Modifications to any parking space and drive aisle dimensions requires
approval by the City Engineer. Maodification in the public right of way requires a separate right of
way permit. Removal or replacement of less than 50 percent of the parking lot surface on a site
within a two year period requires that portion of the parking area to be brought into compliance with
lighting standards (see City Code Section 21.301.07). Removal or replacement of 50 percent or
more of the parking lot surface on a site within a two year time period requires all parking lot
surface on the site to be brought into compliance with lighting standards. Removing parking lot
surface material down to the stone base constitutes removal.

Surfacing. The requirements for off-street parking areas and driveways are set forth in Section

21.301.06 of this Code. The requirements for driveway approaches are set forth in Chapter 17,
Article | of this Code.

CHAPTER 17
STREETS AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY

ARTICLE I. DRIVEWAYS, APPROACHES AND ENTRANCES



SEC. 17.01. DEFINITIONS.
The following words and terms, when used in this Article, shall have the following meanings, unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise:

Business driveway approach - A driveway approach providing ingress and egress to any
property other than single or two-family residential property. The approach is the area between the curb
or pavement edge of a public street and the private property line intended to provide access for vehicles
from a roadway or a public street to a driveway on private property.

Off-drive parking area — An off-street area connected to a driveway intended for the parking of
vehicles.

Off-drive turnaround area (hammerhead) — An off-street area connected to a driveway intended
to allow vehicles to turn around on site and exit on to roadways in a forward facing position.

Resident driveway approach - A driveway approach providing ingress and egress to single or
two-family residential property. The approach is the area between the curb or pavement edge of a public
street and the private property line intended to provide access for vehicles from a roadway or a public
street to a driveway on private property.

*kk

SEC. 17.03. PROHIBITED CONSTRUCTION.

It shall be unlawful for any person to construct, alter or extend, or permit or cause to be
constructed, altered or extended any driveway approach WhICh can be used as an off- dr|ve parkmq area
or off-drive turnaround area. |[:
property.] Off-drive parking and turnaround areas are aIIowed outsrde of the right- of wav, provrded they
meet the requirements in Sec. 21.301.06(i)(5-6).

*kk

SEC. 17.05. APPLICATION FOR PERMIT.
@ Any person desmng to construct a driveway approach within the public right-of-way [aeress-any
], shall first make appllcatlon to the City [Fraffie]

Englneer rdesrgne e for a permit there for. Such application shall be in writing upon a form
provided by the City, and made available at the office of the City [Fraffic] Engineer. Such
application shall contain information showing the type of construction, the width of the proposed
driveway approach, the location of such driveway approach by lot and block number, as well as by
street and house number, and such other information as may be required. The application shall be
filed by the property owner desiring to construct such driveway approach or by his/her duly
authorized agent.

(b) The fees for permits for the construction of driveway approaches provided herein shall be as
outlined in Sec. 14.03.

(©) Before a permit is issued to construct a driveway approach within the public right-of-way, the
applicant shall deposit with the City Clerk a surety bond in the amount of $5,000 in favor of the City.
The required surety bond must be:
(1) With good and sufficient surety by a surety company authorized to do business in the State of
Minnesota.

(2) Satisfactory to the City Attorney in form and substance.

(3) Conditioned that the applicant will faithfully comply with all the terms and conditions of this
Article; all rules, regulations and requirements pursuant thereto and as required by the City
Engineer and all reasonable requirements of the City Engineer including payment of the charge
for street or other restoration work as set forth in the rules and regulations.

(4) Conditioned that the applicant will secure and hold the City and its officers harmless against
any and all claims, judgments, or other costs arising from the driveway approach permit or for
which the City, the City Council or any City officer may be made liable by reason of any
accident or injury to persons or property through the fault of the permittee.




[(s)] Recovery on such surety bond for any injury or accident shall not exhaust the bond but shall in its
entirely cover any or all future accidents or injuries during the driveway approach work for which it is
given.

(€ In the event of any suit or claim against the City by reason of the negligence or default of the
permittee, upon the City giving written notice to the permittee of such suit or claim, any final
judgment against the City requiring it to pay for such damage shall be conclusive upon the
permittee and his/her surety.

)] An annual bond may be given under this provision which shall remain in force for one year
conditioned as above, in the amount specified herein and in other respects as specified herein but
applicable as to all excavation work in public ways or public grounds by the permittee during the
term of one year from said date.

(@ A permittee, prior to the commencement of driveway approach work hereunder, shall furnish the
City Engineer or designee satisfactory evidence in writing that the permittee has in force, and will
maintain in force during the performance of the driveway approach work and the period of the
driveway approach permit, public liability insurance of not less than $100,000 for any one person
and $300,000 for any one accident and property damage insurance of not less than $100,000 duly
issued by an insurance company authorized to do business in the State of Minnesota and on which
policy the City is named as a co-insured.

() The permittee shall indemnify, keep and hold the City free and harmless from liability on account of
injury or damage to persons or property arising or growing out of the permittee’s negligence in
constructing any driveway approach. In the event that suit shall be brought against the City, either
independently or jointly with the permittee on account thereof, the permittee, upon notice to it by the
City shall defend the City in any suit at the cost of the permittee, and in the event of a final judgment
being obtained against the City, either independently or jointly with the permittee, the permittee
shall pay such judgment with all costs and hold the City harmless there from.

(0] In locations where the driveway approach is to a Hennepin County road, a permit is required from
Hennepin County.

SEC. 17.06. ISSUANCE OF PERMIT.

Such permit shall be issued by the City [Fraffic] Engineer or designee if it [he] has been determined
that the applicant has complied with the terms of this Article [and-paid-the-permitfee-hereinafter

specified].

SEC. 17 07 RESERVED [P—ER—M-I—'I'—EEES]

*k%

SEC. 17.09. AUTHORITY OF CITY [FRAFFIC] ENGINEER.

All work done under a permit issued in compliance with this Article shall be under the direction and
supervision of the City [Fraffic] Engineer, who is hereby authorized to make the necessary rules,
regulations and specifications with respect to materials for and method of construction of such driveway
approaches. A permit issued under the provisions of this Article may be revoked by the City [Fraffic]
Engineer at any time he/she is not satisfied that the work is [ret] being [begin] performed according to the
provisions hereof.

SEC. 17.10. SUBMISSION OF PLANS TO CITY [FRAFFIC] ENGINEER.
Any plans submitted to the Building and Inspections Division [Building-taspector] for approval which
include or involve driveway approaches shall be referred [by-the-Building-tnspector] to the City Engineer
or designee for [his] approval before a [building] permit shall be issued from the Building and Inspections
Division.




SEC. 17.11. GENERAL CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS [GENERALLY].

In addition to the rules, regulations and specifications promulgated by the City Engineer with
respect to driveway approaches, the following requirements shall be complied with [ir-the-weork-done
under-the-provisions-of-this-Article]:

(a[2]) No curb cuts normal to the right-of-way shall be made beyond any property line as projected,
except when given consent[ed-te] in writing by the adjoining property owner involved.

(b[2]) The top of the paving of the driveway slab at the curbline shall be 1-5/8 inches above the flowline of
the gutter, and shall not extend into the gutter beyond the face of the curb, and shall not be
constructed in a manner that will in any way interfere with or obstruct the drainage of the street, or
interfere with the use of the street for the purpose of travel.

(c[3]) The owner and contractor shall protect the public from injury or damage during the construction of
driveway approaches and it is herein stipulated, as an essential condition of the issuance of a
permit, that the City shall not be liable for damage which may arise from the prosecution of work.

SEC. 17 12. RESERVED [\M-DT—HS—A—N-D—I:QGA—'I’—I-QNS—]

SEC. 17.13. RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY APPROACHES.
Additional requirements for single family and two family residential driveways and off-street parking
areas are set forth in Section 21.301.06 of this Code.

(a)

newy constructe re5|dent|al drlveway approaches [eenstrueted] eX|st|nq reconstructed drlvewav
approaches and driveway approaches disturbed by construction, the driveway approach must be
paved with Portland cement concrete, plant bituminous surface (i.e. asphalt), [ef] stone, brick or

concrete pavers that are placed with gaps not exceedlng one quarter |nch or another material as




(b)

and-assighs-wilk] In the event that City work within its right-of-way results in damage to, or the
removal of, [the] driveway approaches constructed of any material that is not standard gray
Portland cement concrete or plant bituminous, the landowner will:

(1) & Hold the City harmless for any and all claims for damage or loss of use occurring to the
driveway approach or its construction materials; and

(2) 3y Assume sole responsibility for the reconstruction of the driveway approach if the desired
reconstruction material is something other than Portland cement concrete or plant
bituminous surface, as approved by the Issuing Authority.

For City initiated projects, the City will offer the following options for paver or decorative driveway

approach disturbance:

(1) The City will remove necessary portions of the driveway approach and will reinstall concrete in
the entire disturbed area. The cost of removal and concrete driveway approach reinstallation
will be funded by the approved project funding specifications; or

(2) If the property owner prefers to have paver or decorative driveway materials within the right-of-
way from the property line to the curb, the City will remove necessary portions of the driveway
approach and the property owner will be reimbursed for the cost of standard portland cement
concrete per the Pavement Management Program policy. The property owner will be
responsible for the reinstallation of the paver or decorative driveway approach. The cost of
removal and reimbusement will be funded by the approved project funding specifications.

Widths and Locations. Residential driveway approach dimensions must comply with the

(€

applicable City construction detail for driveway approaches and the following:

(1) The width of the driveway approach at the property line for a single or two-family residential
site must not exceed the driveway of which it connects. Turning tapers may be added to the
driveway approach between the property line and the street that add up to six additional feet
to the width of the driveway approach at its intersection with the street provided that the
driveway approach at no point exceeds a maximum width of 30 feet. Curb cuts and turning
tapers must not extend beyond the projected side property line, except when consent is
provided in writing by the adjoining property owner and prior approval is granted by the
Issuing Authority.

(2)  Where the frontage of the parcel of land does not exceed 50 feet in width, there may be
constructed only one driveway approach.

(3) __ No portion of a driveway approach except the curb tapers may be constructed within 20 feet
of a corner and in no case closer than two feet from the property line extended to the
approach curb cut.

(4) _ Second Curb Cut and Connecting Driveway. A permit for a second curb cut to a single family
site must not be issued unless the site has at least 120 feet of frontage along a single public
street or is a corner lot and complies with the standards of Section 17 of this Code. For
corner lots, when two curb cuts are present, each curb cut must be to a separate street
unless the site has at least 120 feet of frontage along a single public street. More than two
curb cuts are prohibited for single or two-family residential sites. In the event a second
driveway is installed to serve a second garage, the second driveway must meet all driveway
standards. In the event a second driveway is installed to serve as a circular driveway, the
secondary driveway is limited to 12 feet in width and must meet all other driveway standards.
A minimum of 18’ (one parallel parking space) must separate each driveway approach.

Slope. The driveway approach slope must not exceed ten percent. Slopes through sidewalks

SEC.

must not exceed ADA requirements of 1:50 or two percent.

17.14. BUSINESS DRIVEWAY APPROACHES.
Additional requirements for business driveways and off-street parking areas are set forth in Section

21.301.06 of this Code.

@)

Business driveway approaches shall be limited to the maximum width necessary to safely and
efficiently accommodate the expected traffic demand and vehicle type, consistent with the intended




use. The number of curb cuts shall be limited to those necessary to provide adeqguate access, as
supported by the expected traffic demand for the site. The number width and location of all

busmess dnvewav approaches shall be approved bv the Cltv Engineer or deS|dnee [mest—net

All business driveway and/or parking lot approaches must be paved with Portland cement concrete

(b)
or equivalent paving material such as approved by the Issuing Authority.

(c) Loading docks, ramps, and vehicular entrances must be located in such a manner that backing
onto and maneuvermg Wlthln the street rlght of Way is avorded or ellmlnated [and—m—suehamanner

(d) The drrvewav approach slope measured at the centerline of the drrveway, must not exceed six
percent within 20-feet of the approach to a public street. Slopes across sidewalks must not exceed
ADA requirements of 1:50 or two percent.

%k %k k

SEC. 17.16. EXCEPTIONS. [VARIANGES}

The City [Fraffie] Engmeer is hereby authorized to grant in writing exceptions to [variances-from]

the strict application of the provisions of this Article provided he/she first determines that the following
conditions are present:

1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

*kk
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The desired exception [ervariance-desired] arises from peculiar physical conditions not ordinarily
existing in similar districts in the city or is due to the nature of the business or operation on the
abutting property.

The desired exception [ervariance-desired] is not against the public interest, particularly safety,
convenience and general welfare.

The granting of the permit for the exception [ervarianee] will not adversely affect the rights of
adjacent property owners or tenants.

The strict application of the terms of this Article will work unnecessary hardship on the property
owner or tenant.

CHAPTER 19
ZONING

ARTICLE IV. DISTRICT REGULATIONS

SEC. 19.61. SERVICE STATION PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.

* % %

(f)

Access — Driveway Approach(es) [Access-driveways] shall be approved by the City Engineer
pursuant to Section 17.14 of this Code [:

th—Distance of driveway-rom street lotiess Eﬁl a-50-feet; however it i eﬁ




3 . : : I
driveways
(4—Minimum-driveway-angle to-street 3|.9 _elleg|;ees| when-st eelt 150 |e] wary-ot
CHAPTER 21

ZONING AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

*k*k

ARTICLE Ill. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

*k%

SEC. 21.301.06. Parking and Loading.

*kk

(b) Location -

*kk

(2) Accessory off-street parking is prohibited in the following locations:

(A)  Where the building is 40 feet or less from the planned widened right-of-way line,
parking is prohibited between the building and the street. This requirement does not
apply to single-family and two-family residences.

(B) On grass or landscaped areas pursuant to Section 19.52 of this Code, in addition to
the restrictions set out in Chapter 8 of the City Code.

(C)  Within the public right-of-way pursuant to Section 17.03 of this Code.

(c) Design -
(1) Single family and two family land uses. See requirements set forth in Section 17, Article |
and Section 21.301.06(i) of this Code.
(2)  Other land uses.
(F) Access.

0] Vehicular access and circulation. All off-street parking spaces must have
access off driveways and not directly off the public street.

(i) Fire and public safety access and circulation. Turnarounds and fire lane areas
for Fire and other Public Safety vehicles must be provided in accordance with
requirements set forth in Section 6.20 of this Code, and are subject to approval
of the City Issuing Authority.

(iii) Driveway approaches shall be designed pursuant to Section 17, Article | of this
Code.

*kk

(g) Permit. A parking lot permit is required prior to constructing or enlarging a parking area, or
removing parking lot surface material down to the aggregate base and replacing it. The proposed
parking lot will be reviewed for compliance with city, state and federal requirements including but
not limited to stormwater management, wetlands protection (see City Code Section 16.58),
accessibility to the physically disabled, parking space and drive aisle dimensions and lighting.



* % %

@

Modifications to any parking space and drive aisle dimensions may require approval by the City
Engineer. Modification in the public right of way requires a separate right of way permit in
accordance with Section 17, Article | of this Code. Removal or replacement of less than 50 percent

of the parking lot surface on a site within a two year period requires that portion of the parking area
to be brought into compliance with lighting standards (see City Code Section 21.301.07). Removal
or replacement of 50 percent or more of the parking lot surface on a site within a two year period
requires all parking lot surfaces on the site to be brought into compliance with lighting standards.
All new striping, restriping, accessibility elements, and signage shall meet the requirements of the
Bloomington City Code and the Minnesota State Building Code.

Single Family and Two Family Residential Driveways and Off-Street Parking.

1)

(2)

*k*k

(®)

Driveway location. New driveways may not be constructed and existing driveways may not
be expanded unless they lead directly to and connect with a garage. If there is no garage
present on a site, a maximum of one driveway may be constructed provided it leads to a
location where a garage could legally be constructed and the length of the driveway does not
exceed 50 feet or the maximum distance of the front facade of the principal building from the
property line, whichever is greater.

Driveway approach dimensions. Driveway approach dimensions must comply with the
applicable City construction detail for driveway approaches and Section 17.13 of this Code.

Off-drive parking areas. The construction of new or the expansion of existing off-drive
parking area must comply with the following standards and is allowed only when the
cumulative total width of all driveways on site is 26 feet or less. See Figure
21.301.06(i)(12)(A).

(A)  One off-drive parking area of up to 12 feet in width and accessible by a standard
vehicle from the driveway is permitted. The off-drive parking area may be located on
either side of the driveway provided all setback and other standards are met;

(B) The off-drive parking area may extend adjacent to the side of the garage but may not
extend farther from the street than the rear of the garage. When adjacent to a garage,
the off-drive parking area must be at least nine feet in width;

(C) The off-drive parking area must meet the setbacks as set forth in Section
21.301.06(i)(9) of this Code except that a portion of an off-drive parking area may
encroach into the required 20 foot front setback area as it transitions to full width. For
sites with a principal building setback of less than 36 feet, off-drive parking area may
begin to transition to full width at a 45 degree angle between 5 feet and 17 feet back
from the property line adjacent to the street. For sites with a principal building setback
of 36 feet or greater, off-drive parking area may begin to transition to full width at a 45
degree angle between 10 feet and 22 feet back from the property line adjacent to the
street.

(D) The off-drive parking area must be an approved surface as set forth in Section
21.301.06(i)(7) of this Code;

(E) The 35 percent maximum impervious surface coverage requirement must be met for
all single family sites as specified in Sections 19.27(f)(2) and 19.27.01(f)(1)(B) of this
Code;

(F) Inthe event a site has a second driveway, second garage or a circular driveway, off-
drive parking area is allowed only adjacent to one driveway/garage; and

(G) For two-family dwellings with a common driveway, each unit may have an off-drive
parking area subject to the standards of this Section provided the driveway width does
not exceed the maximum driveway widths set forth in Section 21.301.06(i)(3)(D) of
this Code.



* % %

(6)

(8)

(H)

Off-drive parking areas are prohibited within the public right-of-way as set forth in

Section 17.03 of this Code.

Off-drive turnaround areas. The construction of new or the expansion of existing off-drive
turnaround (hammerhead) area must comply with the following standards and is allowed
only when the total width of the driveway and any adjacent off-drive parking area at a given
point does not exceed 36 feet. See Figure 21.301.06(i)(12)(A).

(A)

(B)
©

(D)

(E)

In order to allow vehicles to turn around on-site and exit onto roadways in a forward
facing position, one off-drive turnaround area up to 12 feet in width and 18 feet in
depth is allowed abutting a driveway. The maximum width of driveway plus off-drive
parking area plus off-drive turnaround area must not exceed 36 feet at any point. The
off-drive turnaround area may be located on either side of the driveway provided all
setback and other standards are met;

The off-drive turnaround area must be an approved surface as set forth below in
Section 21.301.06(i)(7) of this Code;

The 35 percent maximum impervious surface coverage requirement must be met for
all single family sites as specified in Sections 19.27(f)(2) and 19.27.01(f)(1)(B) of this
Code;

In the event a site has a circular driveway, off-drive turnaround area is not allowed. In
the event a site has a second but unconnected driveway, off-drive turnaround area is
allowed only adjacent to one driveway.

Off-drive turnaround areas are prohibited within the public right-of-way as set forth in

Section 17.03 of this Code.

Driveway and off-drive parking area surface.

(A)

(B)

Driveways and off-drive parking and turnaround areas, not to include driveway
approaches, must be paved for the entire length and width of the surface with
Portland cement concrete, plant bituminous surface (i.e. asphalt), brick, stone, or
concrete driveway pavers that are placed with gaps not exceeding one quarter inch,
or equivalent material as approved by the Issuing Authority. Gravel is not permitted.
Driveway approaches materials must conform to the requwements set forth in Secuon
17.13 of thls Code. ved-w




(9) Driveway approach and driveway slope. The driveway approach slope must not exceed
ten percent pursuant to Section 17.13 of this Code. Where there is a public easement
adjacent to the property line, the driveway slope through the easement must not exceed ten
percent. The driveway through the private property area may transition to a slope steeper
than ten percent with prior approval of the City Engineer. Slopes through sidewalks must not
exceed ADA requirements of 1:50 or two percent.

Passed and adopted this day of , 2010.

Mayor

ATTEST:

Secretary to the Council

APPROVED:

City Attorney
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